plantaginea since it showed negative host specificity against major 60 test crops.
Alternative ways to control this weed was studied since 2006, and the potential insect agent for the biological control was selected for further tests.
Tanysphyrus (Tanysphyroides) major is first recorded insect from Korea (Park et al., 2006 (Park et al., , 2007a .
This experiment was conducted to get basic data for biological control of M. vaginalis var. plantaginea.
Basic life cycle of the weevil were observed for the consecutive generations to find out the continuous rearing method of weevil population. Also the preliminary host specificity test showed a promising result of this species as a biological control agent of M. vaginalis var. plantaginea.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Field observations
Field sites of Monochoria vaginalis var. plantaginea in Korea were surveyed during the period from 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Field observations
Weevil larvae and/or adults was collected in the rice field or in link canal on Monochoria spp. Of the native species surveyed in the rice field or in link canal, T. (T.) major was found only on Monochoria spp.
Life cycle
Egg (Fig. 1A) . Eggs were whitish, ovoid and measure 0.6 mm. They were laid singly in holes excavated by rostrum of the female in the stem of M. vaginalis. The eggs hatched after 4∼5 days.
The egg period was 4.3±0.5 days (Fig. 2) .
Larva (Fig. 1B-D) . Larvae were uniformly yellowish with a light brown head capsule. They were molted two times with instars closely resembling each other. The presence of exuviae and head capsule size was used to differentiate between instars. The larvae in the stem tunneled towards the bottom part of the plant. As the plants grows, leaves containing feeding larvae were displaced towards the outer edge of the rosette (Table 3) .
Consequently, last instar larvae often occur in older leaves from where they sometimes migrate back into the younger leaves. Pupa (Fig. 1E) . The mature larva makes a cavity into stem or root to pupate (Table 3 ). Fig. 2 shows that the pupal period was 8.9±0.7 days. Adult ( Test Plants 
No-choice and choice teats conducted with six adults T. (T.) major and detached leaves in petri dishes. F, feeding; O, oviposition. Results scored as either "+" for positive or "-" for negative. 
Host-specificity Tests
Feeding by adult T. (T.) major was insignificant, but was greatest on plants from the genus Monochoria with negligible or no feeding on other species (Table 1, 
